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by MaJeoJn Post, Seot'&tary 


Aug. 2, 1990 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Derryck Turner at 7:55 PM. 

There were nine members present. 

There was no official meeting in 
July because only four members showed 
up and there was no President or 
Treasurer present. 

Congratulations were given to Chuck 
Kereluck and -Robert Cazares „ f or the 
quality and size of the newsletter. 

It was a combination issue for July 
and August because the pressure on 
their time kept it from getting it out 
sooner. 

Dave Battershill gave the Tresurer’s 
report. As of July 31, the treasury 
contained $180.90. 

Robert got a letter from Ike Walker 
of Charleston, West Virginia, 
requesting a subscription to our 
newsletter, SWYM. He also requested 
the cost of a copy of Don Lambert’s 
review of MSCRIPT V5.5 from Jack 
Dohany. 

Robert has been in touch ’with David 
Solly of Ontario who also has a BBS. 

A question was posed as to why the 
Spectrum emulating a 2068 produced a 
clearer screen than the 2068. 

Dale Fritz explained how he 
generated the Mandelbrot Art (shown in 
the July/August issue of SWYM) on the 
Timex 1G0Q.He acknowledged that it 
was slow, but that is true of most 
computers generating these figures. 

There was a suggestion made by Dale 
that the newsletters from other clubs 
be brought to the meetings, rather 
than to have to make special 
arrangements to see them. 

Larry Kenny, who produces the Larken 
(disk controller) boards is about to 
stop production. If anyone would like 
to acquire one before they go out of 
production, let RMG know so they can 
compose a final order list. 

Derryck received a package 
containing a Timex 1000 and 1016 
memory add-on from David Squire. It 


is assumed that it is a gift, if 
nothing further is heard from him. He 
also got a letter from someone who 
wants to sell his Timex/Sinclair 
equipment. Anyone interested should 
contact Derryck for name and address. 

It was pointed out that the club is 
not in the business of marketing 
non-member equipment. He could place 
a paid ad in SWTM or join the club to 
get free advertising. Chuck Kereluck 
volunteered to check out the equipment 
received from David Squire. 

Mike DiRienzo has offered to let us 
reprint, in SWYM, the articles he 
writes for RMG Enterprises. We may 
also type in programs from the 
publication for use in our library, or 
the club can buy a one-year’s 
eollectioirjin tape, at the end of the 
year. 

There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:10. 

After the meeting, there were 
informal discussions on the many 
computing subjects in which each 
person is individually involved. 
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AN EDITORIAL NOT ABOUT SAUDI ARABIA 


To keep our SWYM readers on the 
cutting edge of current events, we 
present you with an update of Hot 
Topics: 

ON THE BILL FERREBEE FRONT 

Bill’s been quite active these days, 
both in TS computing-land and personal 
developments. A major personal 
development has been the birth of a 
baby boy! Well, maybe not entirely 
his, but certainly his wife’s! At 
about 7 months old, now, the little 
User keeps dad hopping. Will 
Timex-Sinclair computer users still 
exist when he grows up and if so, will 
he take over Dad’s business?? Time 
will tell! 

In TS-land, he’s actually finding 
time to write a monthly column for 
Vulcan’s Computer Monthly and 
occasional articles for Update 
Magazine. Since Stan Lemke’s 
departure, Bill has been authorized to 
be a distributor of Pixel Print Public 
Domain programs. Additionally, he’s 
working on releasing a PLUS version of 
Professional Desktop Publisher V5.0. 

Already he has V3.1 (the regular 
PLUS) and V3.3 (Professional) for 
distribution. For your own copy, Bill 
asks a mere ten-spot. For the same 
size spot, you can also get him to 
send Steve Spaulding’s Mastheads and 
Icons. SEATUG members, of course, 
have a certain edge to acquiring these 
Public Domain programs. 

In the non-PD area, Mr. Ferrebee is 
still selling his Font and Icon 
Packages. These are useful for not 
only Pixel Print, but Print Factory 
and WordMaster, as well. 

A catalog of Bill’s products will be 
available, soon. I’ll let you know 
when I get it. If you want to write 
him to reserve yourself a copy, or for 
any other reason, his address is 749 


Hill Street #9, Parkersburg, WV 26104. 

Tell him you heard about it in SWYM. 

ON THE T/S KITE/CAMERA FRONT 

We've received, from Donald Lambert, 
a very interesting memory map and 
block diagram of Mike Deluc’s 
developement system, from which the 
camera-in-a-kite/ZX81 project emerges. 

So far, it looks to use a special 
processor board into which special 
peripherals are attached via an 
interface. The ZX81 is then used to 
take over the CPU functions to run the 
processor I/O. We’re saving this info 
until all the requireds have been 
received. Receipt has been slow, so 
be patient. I'll tell you this: This 
has the potential of being a really 
great article! Even you non-hardware 
people may want to learn soldering, 
just so you won’t miss out on this 
fascinating system. 

As soon as we have it all, you’ll 
have it all. 

Stay tuned. 

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS! 

During last month’s meeting, an 
interesting proposal was unofficially 
proposed: 

Why not offer a free subscription to 
SWYM for regular contributing 
authors?? 

This is being done within other 
clubs, so the idea has precedent, as 
well as merit. After all, we do want 
to thank our more loyal 
article-writers with something other 
than a "Thanks, Buddy!" Ideally, we 
should offer a monetary incentive for 
their efforts. However, since we 
haven’t yet hit the Big Time, perhaps 
we can bribe you with a free sub? 

there are some details to be worked 
out: What if everyone in SEATUG 
becomes a monthly-column writer and we 
give out free membership (no yearly 
dues)? I think our already thin 
Treasury will be gasping for cash! 

Or, maybe, by that time, we’ll have 
a truly humongously fat magazine and 
we’ll just raise our non-member 
subscription rates?? 

SWYM IS ALSO PUBLIC SERVICE! 

Yessir, we have here two (count ’em, 
two) columns waiting in the wings for 
all you members and subscribers, out 
there! 



There’s our 

just-had-a-taste-and-want-some-more 
Computer Help! column. If you’re 
stuck with a bug you just can’t shake, 
put out your feelers to our 
nation-wide network. Write you 
problem to COMPUTER HELP! and we’ll 
get that answer for you, you bet! 

If, on the other hand, you just want 
to say "Hi!" and offer a comment or 
two about our publishing efforts or 
anything else on your mind, put your 
two cents into our starving Letters 
column. Write to RANDOM ACCESS and 
we’ll give those rants and raves the 
visibility they deserve! 

The addressing for these two columns 
is 9013 32nd Ave NE, Seattle, WA 
98115. Don’t be shy! 

NEWSLETTER VS MAGAZINE 

You know, people who hear that we’re 
running a newsletter think that it’s 
intended for a small, select local 
group. If you tell them that it’s a 
magazine, they immediately visualize 
a nation-wide subscription base. 

The fact is, SWYM is a publication 
with national mailings. Whether you 
want to call it a newsletter or 
whatever is a question of semantics. 

Yes, it’s centered around SEATUG. 

However, with the situation of 
newsletter exchanges from around the 
country, plus subscribers from same 
and our current ad effort, this 
publication (plus others) takes on a 
definite magazine-like quality. 

With this in mind, we like to try 
and reach out to those readers who are 
not in our immediate area. Hopefully, 
you’ll reach back. 

After all, we’re just one, big, 
happy family! - 

HEY! CHECK OUT THAT BBS! 

You! I’m talking to you, you modem 
owner! The one that has it but rarely 
uses it. And that fellow standing 
behind him, Mr. Don’t-Have-One-Yet! 

Yeah! You guys! 

You’re missing out on a lot! 

Your other loyal editor, Robert 
Cazares, has been doing some bang-up 
work over the telecommunication lines 
with his own Bulletin Board System 
(BBS) to hook up with other Sinclair 
user groups across the country' in a 
wild networking scheme! 

You’ll really drop your jaw when 


you start getting messages from 
Waxahachie, Texas! 

Want to check this out?? Sure you 
do! Dial up (206)782-7493 on your 
modem and you’ll be in touch with the 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS BBS. 

With the rainier months ahead, you 
have no excuse but to have this great, 
indoor fun. 

See you online! 

T/S IDEA DEPT. 

Tired of sitting around the house, 
playing with the same old games, 
running the same tired programs? How 
about spiffing them up? 

You Programming Gurus, out there, 
how about disassembling Pixel Print 
and figuring out a way to directly 
incorporate block markers to turn on 
certain 24-pin printer features? When 
straight text is required, nothing 
beats resident fonts in a 24-pin or 
laser printer. It would be nice to be 
able to tell Pixel Print to use these, 
instead of its own, bit-mapped fonts. 

If you wanted to use really big 
letters and all the graphics, a marker 
could be inserted within the column 
file to pop it bhck into its 
bit-graphics mode. 

Ever play with Tech Draw Jr.? I do, 
frequently and have discovered, since 
entering the fascinating world of 
disks, that it has an annoying quirk. 

After booting it up and creating a 
masterpiece, I initiate the SAVE 
routine to put in on 5-1/4". Although 
the program says its configured for my 
disk system (Zebra), the SAVE routine 
is still written for tape! So I dust 
off the cassette machine, cable it 
into the 2068 and use that. But I 
didn’t want to do it that way! To get 
it on disk, I must reload the picture 
as a SCREEN$ and SAVE it on disk as 
such. Sheesh! Somebody fix this, 
please! 

Here’s another item. How about some 
"Norton’s Utilities" for T/S disk 
systems?? More than once have I been 
told by the DOS that my full disk is 
now empty or the label can’t be read 
or that my full disk that had turned 
up empty two days ago is now 
miraculously full again! We need a 
"Norton"! 

Any volunteers?? 



LAPTOP COMPUTER REVIEW 

BY: MICHAEL STONE 


Although summer is almost over, it was that time of the year when most computer users want to be anywhere but behind the 
screen on a sunny warm day. I know that people in Arizona and other southern states, wouldn't know the difference as a person 
from the northwest waits for the sun. The only thing that makes computing fun is to be able to get out the door with your computer. 
The portable computer or the “Laptop". 

Other than the original. I andy TRS-SO, model 100; there are very few modern battery portable computers than can be used on 
the lap. Those that are happy they can leave the monsters at home on sunny days and those that only enjoy color displays 
wouldn't like to play with a portable computer. Stupidly, the big push to sell these computers is for the businessman to have his 
data with him at all times. This creates a market for the portable desktop computer with a hard disk, not a computer that would 
work for a long time on battery power. The one group of people that can enjoy the portable is the group of people that write for a 
living. 

I can take my portable to almost any location and work, i can also enjoy the surroundings, while I do my work. The three biggest 
problems in the portable business, is price, performance, and weight. The side issues are screen characteristics, keyboards, and 
battery life. The present laptop computer is switching from version two to version three of the portable for the twenty first century. 

I have two early models that are from version one. the beginning. I use a mod.100 with add on features. It has a rompak that 
allows a fifty thousand word spell check dictionary: and four program rom chip slots filled with an file manger type operating 
system, a full featured word processor with excellent outiiner and relational database, with a screen enhancer a powerful 
spreadsheet that is faster than many for msdos, and a system editor and basic or assembly language compiler besides the built- 
in; Basic, simple text editor, address, and telcom for the internal 300bps modem. It has the five ram bank card, allowing 128K of 
total memory, and it weighs 6.5lbs. 

If I had purchased the equipment mentioned, at list when new. I would have spent over S2.500. You can buy a laptop with over 
1.2meg of ram. a 720K disk drive, and a software program to do all of the roms mentioned above; for less than SI 300 list, and it 
weighs 6.4lbs. 

Other than the longer battery life of eight hours on four AA cells to four hours (limited drive use) on the internal Nicad battery, 
fte 1984 mod.100 loses in all comparisons to the 1988 Toshiba 1000. All modem 'laptop' computers use the MSdos system, with 
few exceptions. So why would someone buy a non dos laptop today, like a mod. 100 ? 

Cost, the 100 can be bought complete as doseout from Tandy with the maximum 32K ram for $400 (introduced in 1983 at $749 
with 8K ram, additional 8K ram, $90 each.) It has enough power to do most writing entry, with little page formatting, and send it via 
the modem to another computer. 

The Toshiba is a complete MSdos computer, although IVe never seen anyone do any serious work on the 1000 without the ram 
disk card, bringing the net cost to S999. [S875. close-out. the T1000 production has ended.] The card comes with Microsoft Works, 
and that program is aii you would ever need for 80% of your work. 

The use of a laptop should be the ability to use the computer for a,work task away from the desk and office mentality. Very few 
of the type two and type three ‘laptops* consider users of a computer other than the business office mentality. Two examples of 
this are; the NEC Prospeed 386 (or Compaq LTE. or Zenith 38Sx) and the NEC Ultralite. 

The Prospeed is typical of the latest portable computer craze. A powerful desktop computer in a plastic box with a handle. If it 
was designed to operate off a battery, it is an option with an extra price and adding 2.5lbs. to the 18lbs. of the computer, 
ne mem her, these are the same people who complained that carrying a Kayproll (2S.4lbs) wouldn't catch on with managerial type 
executives. This is a computer that has all of the power of a clone with a hard drive, metal case, cheap VGA card with mono 
monitor, and a fan to cool off the computer and cost $1795: as the Prospeed you can get a physically smaller hard disk in an 
overheated plastic case for $5000. 

The Ultralite is about the size and weight of an average three ring notebook. It weighs 4lbs.; has a backlit (CGA) display screen; 
54GK ram work space; and a separate Imeg. (battery backed) ram drive. (A 2meg. version costs S600 more.) This sleek black 
oased beauty was designed with the executive in mind, it nets for SI 800. [When was the last time you wanted to pay SI 800 for an 
BM done with a CGA card with mono monitor, [The lowest resolution, four color display made.] One small problem is that if you 
tvere to use it for word processing with WordPerf ect v5.1, the official business word processor, you would be hard pressed to get 
:he 1.4meg. program space and the files you wanted to work on in the Imeg. ram drive. The internal battery will provide enough 



energy to operate the computer for 1.5 hours: enough early owners complained that the 10 hours necessary to charge the NON 
mterchang«»abte battery was stupid. NEC now makes the Plus version that has a battery compartment door and an 
interchangeable battery for $135 list 

Clive Sinclair made his version of the notebook sized 'laptop 4 computer called the Z88. He used three of his favorite things in it 
as he uses in all of his computers: a non-standard rubber keyboard, multiple strange commands, and the ZSOcpu. Well, one out of 
three 'aint bad'. 

I wont get Into the standard article approach of the use of the computer because I only use three features. I have experimented 
setting up a flat file card type database with Piped ream, to prove that I can do it. It works, it's powerful, not needed. I have played 
with the built-in scheduler (Diary), to have the alarm go off while I am using the computer. Who cares if it can knock the pants off 
the Sharp Wizard and the Casio Boss at the same time; it can't fit in the breast pocket of a suit jacket, so the expense account 
middle management jockey wont use rt and I dont either. 

The way the Pipedream program works is based off the cell theory of a spreadsheet all text is stored in separate cells, it has 
been proved to me by an accountant that he hasn't seen a portable computer operating Lotus 123 work as quickly. He was 
impressed that the PC-Link program came with a Lotus converter to MSDos. He wouldn't get one because his clients expect to 
see a dos computer, so much for power, speed, and light weight (He has been thinking of getting a Mac portable for some 
wealthier dients.) 

Yes, the Z88 has a Basse interpreter, faster and better than the first MS GW Basic. The latest GW Basic (v6.0) allows total 

control of a color VGA screen and is Quickbasic v4.5 compiler compatible. When was the last time you bet your cookies on a 
Basic program you wrote. Uh-huh. 

The text entry of the Pipedream program is the reason I own and use the Z88. It works almost as good as the Text program of 
he TRS ml00, and weighs almost two pounds less. [It can 1 ! be compared to the upgrade to the Text program. T-Word of the 
Ultimate RomII, for the ml00.} Fortunately, Pipedream uses some of the power that is in the Z88 to good advantage, the way it 
accesses work space memory, quick swap to multiple open files, and the wonderful flier system. 

The Filer program manages any internal ram or ram drive or rom drive as if you had the computer with virtual memory and a 
lard disk drive. You don't have to have the neat Mac- Link or PC-Link program (optional) to get files or data out of the Z88, it can 
oe done with the corny import/ export program. (I use imp/ex with my non dos computers.) You just have to fight a bit and not use 
ail of the power of the filer program. The filer program allows you to duplicate the method used by another computer system to 
store data. By keeping to a system that you use and know adds a sense of security to the use of the Z88. 

I didn't want the ZB8 originally, I wanted the Tandy WP2 portable word processor. I got one of the first WP2s in the city, I was 
given a store demo until the sale units and the ram upgrade came in (two weeks later). The WP2 had all of the specifications i 
vanted in a portable unit (1QQ.0G0 word spell checker and 220.000 word thesaurus), without a BS program that i wouldn't use. 
Tandy has since change the advertising of the WP2 to prevent people from believing one could use more ram than the 32K 
provided. It may lock iike a hopped up done of the Z88 (it has features i still want in a laptop); it has some glaring errors done on 
purpose to insult ml 00 owners. As an ml 00 owner, i couldn't buy that unit in good conscience. [My cheapness prevented me from 
buying something, poorly done, of lesser power, to save carrying 3.4 lbs. extra weight] 

One comparison between the WP2 and the Z88, I will share. The WP2 has a full copy of a selectric type keyboard with a nice 
iized Enter key, it has a shallow travel but positive movement The small keycaps are very thin in..-material, that plus the short 
ravel and the plastic case make keystroke noise very apparent The lirst time i took it to the public library to work, everyone came 
jp to ask if it was the latest IBM portable computer. It got very funny when a young mother with a screaming child asked me to 
rvake less noise. I was glared at by ail of the library employees. I have since been to the same library many times with the Z88, 
vithout anyone commenting about the computer, i have noticed some people wanting to ask me about it but they haven't an 
excuse to bother me. 

I am a satisfied user of the Z88. ! have one of the ram slots filled with a 128K ram drive and the rom slot with the PC-Link 
program that allows an MSdos computer to operate the Z88 as a slave to the pc. This allows me the ability to sit by the Ballard 
-ocks and write all day on one set of 4 AA cells, and work on a file greater than work space memory (if 1 want), ail in a package 
veigbing 2 lbs. 

Even on the days that has sprinkles, a large dear plastic bag. keeps the computer safe and dry. The bag doesn't affect the 
keyboard because it feels the same in or out of the bag; Sinclair non-standard. Hope the rest of you find a way to enjoy computing 
Away from home. 
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PIX FIX 

JOHN T. NGUYEN 


- MENU - 

PRESS : 

■4 M - FOR THIS MENU 
■4 H - FOR HELP SCREENS 
C - TO CRERTE PICTURE 
4 L - TO LORD PICTURE 
4 5 - TO SRUE PICTURE 
4 X ■ TO CLERR PICTURE 
4 P - TO COPY TO PRINTER 
■4 0- TO QUIT 


No, you’re not having a deja’ vu. 

We didn't do this review last month. 

This is. a whole 'nother different 
review. 

In fact, the only thing similar 
between last month’s review object and 
this one is their similar-sounding 
names and the fact that both are 
graphics programs. After that, 
they’re worlds apart. Okay? 

We’re talking, of course, about PIX 
FIX, written by John T. Nguyen for the 
2068 computer. 

While PIX-FX is used for 
manipulating graphics, PIX FIX is used 
to create them. It does an 
interesting job of doing that, too. 

How does it work? To create art 
with PIX FIX, said artist will work at 
the pixel level. Basically, it’s a 
fancy Etch-A-Sketch. What’s 
interesting is the fancy stuff. For 
example, while working at the "pixel 
level", PIX FIX will display a 
full-screen 32-column X 24-line grid. 

The grid comes up in "neutral" mode, 
so you can freely place the "pixel 
cursor" anywhere you choose. There is 
the expected "draw" and "erase" modes, 
to plot and unplot to your heart’s 
content. The screen border will 
change color, by the way, when 
flipping between these modes, to give 
a visual indicator. 

The kicker to this grid approach is 
that in the upper-left portion of the 
screen, there is this mini-screen, 4 


“pixels" wide by 3 "pixels" high, to 
show you what you’re doing in 
real-size. It even "follows" your art 
as it’s created! Once you get used to 
this convenience, you may wonder what 
other devious purpose it has. A mere 
press of the 'U’ key will pop you into 
Big Pix Mode, where you discover that 
little design square you were working 
on is but a mere building block to a 
much larger picture! Each block can 
be moved around in its entirety, to be 
placed wherever lit looks the best. 

The only catch is that you first 
position an empty block and then draw 
into it. At this point, PIX FIX 
resembles more of a puzzle that has to 
be assembled from your pre-designed 
pieces. Once the puzzle-piece is 
positioned just right, press ’U’ again 
to get back into Screen Mode, where 
you resume drawing and/or erasing. 

The feature of moving an empty block 
around offers the added feature of it 
actually becoming a window to your 
final picture. This 
empty-block/window can be positioned 
partly over a previous "puzzle piece" 
for the purpose of adding more detail 
to a section. Do this and press ’U' 
again to display a partial graphic on 
the main screen. 

This goes on and on until a final 
masterpiece emerges. An extra pair of 
features add just a smidgeon to the 
overall flexibility and easiness. 
While PIX FIX doesn’t have many of the 
fancy features found in more exotic 
2068 graphics programs, it does let 
you display your entire picture in 
inverse and turn on row/column count 
indicators to accurately keep track of 
where you are, if you feel so 
inclined. When satisfied, the user 
will return to the main menu to SAVE 
(my copy was configured for Zebra disk 
systems) or COPY to a printer. 






While being interesting to assemble 
a drawing in puzzle-piece format, the 
program does exhibit some odd 
peculiarities. One is the method in 
which to move your plotting cursor and 
your mini-picture puzzle-piece. One 
would expect the program to make use 
of the arrow keys (5,6,7 & 8), since 
this would be logical. Instead PIX 
FIX employs the ’I’ key for UP, the 
’K’ key for DOWN, ’J’ for LEFT and 'L’ 
for RIGHT. How come? Beats me! 

Another oddity is when saving a 
Screen Mode picture. A prompt will 
come up asking whether you want to 
SAVE as a SCREEN$ or from memory. 

SAVEing from memory will SAVE as a 
SCREEN$ anyway, but the result will be 
from the Big Pix Mode; in other words, 
as a small block. Using the SCREENS 
option SAVEs a blank screen! To get 
the TS1000 illustration shown, I had 
to BREAK the program in Screen Mode 
and SAVE it separately. Another 
option, of course, is to SAVE it from 
memory (small) and use PIX-FX to 
expand it to normal size! 

The print option shown in the main 
menu appears to be designed with the 
Aerco printer interface in mind 
(characterized by the "LPRINT CHR$ 1” 
command in line 836 of the program). 

Presumably, one can freely change 
this for a 2040 by substituting COPY. 

The Help Screens and Menu can be 
accessed from within any part of the 
program, which helps when forgetting 
the I-K-J-L keys. A mere press of 
ENTER from Help returns your drawimg. 

While being quite BASIC in nature 
(There is no separate CODE when 
LOADing the program.), the 
puzzle-piece format gives PIX FIX its 
strongest suit. It’s worth checking 
out. 

For a copy of PIX FIX, see our club 
librarian, Dale Fritz, or you may wish 
to use your own sources. 

It’s definitely a lot different than 
PIX-FX! 
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Mesg: 16 ( ) Date: 04 Feb 90 

Fldr: Newsletter Time: 00:00:00 

Subj: New printer 

From: Vernon Smith To: All 

R)ead, N)ext, P)revious, S)can, E)xit? Read 


Well, I finally did it; I bought a H-P LaserJet IIP. This month's N/L was 
printed on it and it looks GREAT! Now I can start working on the format 
(style) of the N/L. Let me know if you have any suggestions, pro or con. 



Mesg: 17 ( ) Date: 05 Feb 08 

Fldr: General Time: 00:00:00 

Subj: SNUG can be reached by FIDO 
From: Paul Holmgren To: All 

SNUG can be reached by FIDO at 231/190 in a message to Paul Holmgren. I am 
trying to get the node carried in Indy. Is the Sinclair Users Unite still 
going? WE are mailing out the FIRST newsletter from SNUG 2-7-90 to the 
registered members and paid groups, memberships have been extended till 1991. Got 
To go time valuable. Good computing to all. 

* _ _ __ _ _ _ _ — _ — _ — __ _ _ * 

Mesg: 20 ( ) Date: 07 Feb 90 

Fldr: QL Stuff Time: 00:00:00 

Subj: Memory Chips 

From: Mark Fisher To: All 

Are those empty sockets in your Trump card just itching to be filled? Mike 
Warmick found a source for them. (While they're far from uncommon, these folks are 
fast AND cheap). The Name is Microprocessors Unlimited, of Beggs OK. Their Phone 
number is (918)267—4961. Price as of today is 2.25 each for 256-10's - with very 
modest shipping fees - and a seperate cover letter. 



Mesg: 23 (R) Date: 08 Feb 90 

Fldr: QL Stuff Time: 00:00:00 

Subj: Microprocessors Unlimited 

From: Mark Fisher To: All 

For Memory chips: Good service, moderate proces: 

Microprocessors Unlimited, 24000 South Peoria Ave., Beggs, OK 74421 (918)267-4961 



From: Dick Sieg 

To: All Msg #3, Mar 18, '90 01:25:16 PST 

Subject: Forwarded message 


This message forwarded by Dick Sieg for a member of the 
Timex/Sinclair Users Group Of Greater Cleveland, Ohio 
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From: xx026@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Timex/Sinclair SIG) 

Subject: NOTES.by TOM SIMON 3-17-90 

Date: Sat Mar 17 22:34:01 1990 

NOTES. ..BY THOMAS SIMON 

When Computer Shopper dropped its orphan computer section, it left a hole for those 
of us who use Timex and other discontinued machines. A publication which hopes to 
fill the need to deal with older machines is Used Computer Locator. They hope to 
be a national shopper for used and surplus computer equipment. They are looking for 
articles, letters, product reviews and tutorials. Write to Ken Wilkinson, Used 

Computer Locator, 2314 Iowa Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45246. For Subscription or 

advertising information call 1-800-359-7160. 

Corporate Systems Center, 730 North Pastoria Ave., Sunnyvale Ca, 94086 is selling 

720K 3.5" drives for $38. for one same or $28 each in quantities of 10. They also 

have a variety of hard drives and other products and they take Master Charge and 
Visa. You can call them at 408-737-7312. 

Those of you who have gone to PC Land may be interested in knowing that you can 
find your favorite machines in a game called POPULOUS. In the additional disk for 
bitland you get to start off with ZX-81's and build them into a Cray on greenbar 
paper. Along the way you get a Spectrum and a PC and you must fend off the enemy 
who sports a Commodore Logo. Hmmm. 

The rumors concerning Time Designs continue.It has been said that it is no 

longer being published. We have about a dozen members who haven't received back 
issues from over a year ago.... if anyone has heard anything at all about Time 
Designs or Tim Woods please let us know. Thanks. 

Still publishing this year is Updates. Bill Jones says that at the end of this year 
he will stop editing it and if SNUG wants, they can use the magazine for their 
group. Bill has some back issues and you can write to him c/o Update Magazine 1317 
Stratford Ave., Panama City, Florida 32404. I believe issues are $5.00 each. In the 
January issue he has a very interesting article about hooking up a 2068 to an 
everex ev-1085 bus (this is the one the xt's use). Jon Kazor reports that he hasn't 
heard anything from SNUG, although after 8 months his check was finally cashed. We 
can only hope that this organization will continue and not turn into a free 
software bank for a few people. 

Speaking of software, I would like to propose a club project which is to modify the 
machine code on several of the Spectrum Programs like Hi-Soft C and others to use 
the Oliger Disk routines. Any one interested? Any other suggestions from our out 
of town friends? Let us hear from you. 

- msged 1.952S ZTC 

* Origin: NEOPC CLUB, Rocky River, Ohio, a Point of PC OHIO II (1:157/200.21) 

From: Ed Grey 

To: Rod Gowen Msg #8, Mar 20, '90 10:53:10 PST 

Subject: Fred Nachbaur's software 

Rod, I got a call from a T/S user the other day and he told me that Fred Nachbaur 
had released all of his software into the public domain. I hadn't heard any such 
thing and wondered whether you could confirm (or deny) it. The caller was speaking 
specifically of ZX-TERM*80, but he said ALL of Fred's work had been released. 
Thanks for any info you can provide. Take care. 

Ed Grey, Sysop of Grey Matter BBS (213-971-6260)- QM vl.00 

* Origin: On The Waterfront, Marina Del Rey, Ca. (213 306-2581) (1:102/521.0) 

3EEN-BY: 1/217 19/3 105/10 310 469 496 124/4115 138/1 3 102 
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From: Norm Lehfeldt 

To: Rod Gowan 

Subject: Z88 RLE Graphics 


Msg #9, Mar 20, '90 18:29:00 PST 


Rod, 

I have got 'ZRLE.BAS'- an RLE Graphic decoding program for the Z88 - 
and 'ZRLE.PD' application notes in Pipedream format ready for Upload. 

But tonight the system seems not to allow access to file areas. 

I suppose it has to do with software changeover. 

Will try again later. 

Norm 

- QuickBBS 2.64/0 [De Oppresso Liber] 

* Origin: <=-Sinclair Users Unite!-=> [ Milwaukie, Oregon ] (1:105/204) 

SEEN-BY: 1/217 74/48 102/743 105/10 200 204 310 469 496 124/4115 
SEEN-BY: 138/1 3 102 269/114 

Message #108 - SINCLAIR 

. .Date : 07-May-90 16:49 

From : Ed Grey 

To : Paul Holmgren 
Subject : Re: TRUMP CARD 

Thanks for the info Paul. I have used the 96tpi diskettes in my quad drives, 
without any problem. I also use the DSDD diskettes in the quad drives, 
without any problem, so naturally I use them instead of the more expensive 
diskettes. Take care. 

Ed Grey, Sysop of Grey Matter BBS (213-971-6260) 

- QuickBBS 2.64 (Eval) 

* Origin: Hatzlacha (Los Angeles, CA) KESHERnet West (213)933-0942 
(1:102/743) 


Message #178 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 08-May-90 05:11 
From : Rod Gowen 
To : Paul Holmgren 
Subject : Re: HELLO 

Hello Paul! Glad to see you aboard! 1 

The symptoms you are describing are more closely related to a bad or 
problematic disk drive than a Trump Card. Sounds like one of the jumpers on 
the drive is set wrong. If another set of drivesworks OK, then that would 
tell you right off that the TC is OK. Personally, the only problems I have seen 
with the TC card were of the type that, if it fails at anything, it is usually dead 
and needs to be sent in for repair. Hope to see a lot more of you and a LOT of 

other folks on this Echo before we lose it! Later.Rod 

- QuickBBS 2.64/0 & D'Bridge 

* Origin: -=]Tne Bull Pen[=- Milwaukie, OR (503) 652-5803 (1:105/204) 


Message #522 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 09-May-90 17:30 
From : Carl Forst 
To : Paul Holmgren 
Subject : Great to see you! 

So glad you finally got the echo there. You have always been such a "spark" 
in the T/S world that your participation is highly valued. Now if we can only get 

Pete Fischer back into the fold again . 

Best wishes... Carl Forst - QuickBBS 2.64 (Eval) 

* Origin: Hatzlacha (Los Angeles, CA) KESHERnet West(213)933-0942(1:102/743) 
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Message #948 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 07-May-90 23:28 
From : Dan Lees 
To : All 

Subject : Interested. 

I am interested in maybe purchasing some Timex Sinclair used equipment. 
Preferably at a cheap price! I can be reached here, or at my non-networking 
bbs. Cyberspace 201-916-1943... Dan 
- RemoteAccess 0.03 

* Origin: Greg's Psychedelic Breakfast (1:269/114) 

*- ---- * 

Message #1113 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 07-May-90 09:18 
From : Paul Holmgren 
To : Greg Popovich 
Subject : Re: WHERE IS EVERYBODY? 

Reports of my demise are GROSSly exagerated, (where have I heard that) 

It's just a matter of time management. I have lots to do, and lots of 
obligations. SO the old habit of reaching out and touching folks had to take 
another direction for a while. I remained in touch with folks locally and 
curtailed the long distance communications methods I used to use. 

BUT, with the opening up of the ECHO to me by a friendly SYSop here is great. 
GOing to Milwaukee? Frank Davis and I have an interesting time in store for 
some folks. Might even be a very busy weekend. VERY BUSY! 

- TBBS V2.1/NM 

* Origin: SFB HeadQuarters TBBS/DDOS/Bink Indy IN (317-636-5036)(1:231/190) 


Message #1118 - SINCLAIR (RECEIVED) 

Date : 07-May-90 09:59 
From : Paul Holmgren 
To : Gaylen Bench 

Subject : Re: RAMDISK ?, RS232 PORTS. 

I might have DOCK port NVK RAM boards available in the near future. Would you 
oe interested in some of them? They are for the 32X static chips with battery 
backup. I use 1 now. Also, what are the interests in EPROM boards for the dock 
port? they can be setup for that also. I have seen the same board with 64K of ram, 
but for my usage I only needed the 32K's. I have found it a great way to prototype 
EPROM programs befor burning the chips. The NVM board allowed many accesses to 
change the code before the final versions Were realized.- TBBS V2.1/NM 

* Origin: SFB HeadQuarters TBBS/DDOS/Bink Indy IN (317-636-5036)(1:231/190) 

*- ---- * 

Message #1120 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 08-May-90 00:54 
From : George Gomez 

To : All Sinclair Users 
Subject : Byte Power 

Does any one know if Byte Power is still putting out programs? Does any one 
nave a spectrum twister board they'd like to sell or a Zebra systems or 
Dktronics Voice synthesizer.George Gomez-QuickBBS 2.64 (Eval) 

* Origin: "ACS People Connection" San Antonio, TX (512)349-5785 (1:387/404) 
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Message #1235 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 10-May-90 14:55 
From : Gaylen Bench 
To : Paul Holmgren 

Subject : Re: RAMDISK ?, RS232 PORTS. 

Replies : #1118 <- 

Paul, Thank you for your reply. As for interest in any dock port card is 
controlled by my useage of the larken dos system. As you may know the disk 
controller eprom is on a dock port card. I would be glad to see what one is 
like. Do you have any instructions on how to build a dock port eprom burner card 
for the dock port. My user group had on a year ago, and it has been 
missplaced since then?... Gaylen - QuickBBS 2.64/0 & D'Bridge 

* Origin: -=]The Bull Pen[=- Milwaukie, OR (503) 652-5803 (1:105/204) 

* - - --- _* 

Message #1236 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 10-May-90 15:08 
From : Gaylen Bench 
To : Greg Popovich 

Subject : Re: Ramdisk ?, Rs232 Ports. 

Greg, I don't believe that my board here has netmail, so I will reply on the public 
line. I would be glad to check out your Z-SIO BOARD. Send it to me at the 
following address. Gaylen W. Bench, 1538 SE 122nd, Apt. #36 

Portland, Oregon 97233—1265 

The cost would only be the return postage. If there is a need for any part 
replacement, and time to do it, I will contact you before I proceed about any 


charges. Gaylen W. Bench - QuickBBS 2.64/0 & D’Bridge 

* Origin: -=]The Bull Pen[=- Milwaukie, OR (503) 652-5803 (1:105/204) 

* -- -- -- -* 

Message #1243 - SINCLAIR 


Date : ll-May-90 04:22 
From : Rod Gowen 

To : Dick Sieg ’ 

Subject : Re: QL - PC 

The Solution or PC Conqueror are the 2 MS-DOS emulator programs for the QL. 

They are both S-L-O-W but are a great way for a QL owner to evaluate DOS. Yes, any 
version after 2.1 seems to work well. The video mode is CGA ,and works well on the 
QL Vision Monitor. If you do not have disk drives, then you cannot use either one 
as they only run on disk. If you do not have at least 256K of additinal memory you 
can forget it as well. If you are running a "bare" QL, then my suggestion it to 
forget the emulator and get an IBM clone, I sell one for about $500 that has 512K/2 
3.5" 720K drives and includes the monitor! It also runs at 7Mhz instead of a 
relative .477 Mhz as the QL does in emulator mode. I hope that this info helps. If 
you do have memory and got disk for your QL, I have some plain Solution programs 


in stock at $110 each. 

Later....Rod - QuickBBS 2.64/0 & D’Bridge 

* Origin: -=]The Bull Pen[=- Milwaukie, OR (503) 652-5803 (1:105/204) 

* - ; - * 

Message #2872 - SINCLAIR 


Date : 12-May-90 14:57 
From : Terry Graham 
To : All Users 
Subject : ZX-TERM*80 

I AM LOOKING FOR A COPY OFF ZX-TERM*80 FOR MY TS1000, PLEASE REPLY AT 

(503)657-4851 AFTER 5PM ON WEEKDAYS, AND 10AM-3PM SAT. - RemoteAccess 0.02 

* Origin: Sinclair Users Unite! - Milwaukie, OR - 503-652-5803 (1:105/204) 

*- ---- * 







Message #3895 - SINCLAIR 
Date : 10-May-90 21:45 
From : Chuck Ridgway 
To : Paul Holmgren 

Subject : Re: RAMDISK ?, RS232 PORTS. 

Paul, Me again! How much will your Dock Rams be for 32K and 64K? 

* Origin: Logical Data HST, San Angelo, TX (915)949-5400 (Opus 1:383/10) 

*- . - * 

Message #3897 - SINCLAIR 
Date : ll-May-90 20:47' 

From : Greg Popovich 
To : Paul Holmgren 
Subject : OLD TIME BBSING 

> Greg, did you give up on the 2068 bbs programming? 

> The last sale I made of my program was 2 years ago. I still 

> have a user or 2 out there getting upgrades and fixes every 

> now and then. I finally made the program start using disk 

> drives effectivly. One SYSop has 10 message bases running. I 

> gave him online EMAIL, auto mess reply, Mess delete, and 

> password access, as well as a security system controlling 

> 'who gets into which mess base' on a caller by caller basis. 

> I had a QLer ask last SUN. if I had ported the program over 

> to the QL yet. Since time has been a prememum item around 

> here for awhile, I have not done that yet. I do have the QL 

> READING my 2068 JLO disks tho. SO, that might get done some 

> time. Later 

Paul which program are you talking about??? Well I didn't give up my 2068 
programming but have curtailed doing much with it. Running a BBS, having a 
family, and working 3 jobs with local Emergency Medical Services systems here 
in wonderful NJ can take alot of your time! BUt I have been knocking around 
the 2068 and trying to use fny LKDOS RAMDisk to address more memory than just 
the max of 64K. I have been modifying MaxCom ,and adding some neat 
enhancements to it (like Xmodem CRC,lK-Xmodem,SEALink,and Zmodem). I still use 
2068 also to test out my BBS on a clone (yes this system is mine!!) to 
troubleshoot and problems. Just for the record (and before I forget!) I'm 
always looking for articles for the TSENL (Timex/SInclair Electronic 
Newsletter). All articles, adverts, bulletins are to be in ASCII. I currently 
have two releases and are available for FREQ (for those with mailers), and 
download from this system. They are available in ASCII (uncompressed), and 
.ARC (compressed for you QL users). I also try to keep the file lengths under 
25K for you MTERM users too! Greg - RemoteAccess 0.03 

* Origin: Greg's Psychedelic Breakfast (1:269/114) 

* - * 

Message #3898 - SINCLAIR 
Date : ll-May-90 21:12 
From : Greg Popovich 
To : George Gomez 
Subject : SNUG 

* Replying to a message originally to All Sinclair Users 

> Does any one have any information on how to join SNUG? And 

> does any one have any numbers for any T/S specific 

> boards.George Gomez 

George you can talk to Paul Holgrem sorry about the misspelling Paul) about 
SNUG, as for TS boards you can call my system at (201)956-7703 24 hours at 
300/1200/2400 baud, and I also have a files area with TS stuff in it 
(hopefully soon it will be separated from the IBM stuff also). Greg 
- RemoteAccess 0.03 * Origin: Greg's Psychedelic Breakfast (1:269/114) 
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ECHO 
zares 

Mesg: 58 (R) 

Fldr: General 
Subj: Hex & else 
From: Mark Fisher 

Well, HEX is deservedly left in the shade by XMODEM, _BUT_ there are 90 people 

out there with the ability to decode 2068 Hex for every 1 with XMODEM. 

I came up with a ASCII upload program in BASIC for the 2068. Using a companion 
renumbering program, I renumbered it to sit at 10,000 (line number!) so that 
it can be safely MERGEd with any BASIC program. Now it's pretty easy to upload 
ASCII listings of all those 2068 GEMS. I've written a user guide, similar to the 
one you wrote some years back on 2068 uploads. It's in the (I)hfo section - let me 
know what you think. 

While I was at it, I spent too much time re-formatting the (I)nfo files so that 
they're right justified for both 32 and 64+ column screens. Let me know what you 
think. Good to hear from you! 


Message #19782 "Sinclair" 

Date: 17-Feb-90 20:56 
From: Bob Currie 
To: Ed Grey 

Subj: Re: New method of distribution 

Previous Reply is Message #19780. Next Reply is Message #19874 
In a message posted on Feb 17, 1990 Ed Grey wrote: 

> Bob or Rod, how will your dropping of the Fidonet distribution network 

> affect Sysops who poll your system directly? As you know I just got a local 

> Sysop (Sanford Weinberg in Los Angeles) to pick up the Sinclair Users Unite 

> echo, directly from you, and I am hesitant to request that he try to catch 

> a SigNet echo until it begins to fly. So'my question is; will he still be 

> able to poll and use the echo with the present arrangement? 

> Thanks and take care. Ed Grey, Sysop of Grey Matter BBS (213-971-6260) 

> - QuickBBS 2.63 (Reg) 

> * Origin: <=-Sinclair Users Unite!-=> [ Milwaukie,Oregon] (1:105/204) 

SigNet didn't work out at this time. Sysops were complaining that they 
had been unable to pick it up from the [Fido] Backbone. Now it seems 
that for some reason more systems ARE able to pick it up. 

But, to answer your question, this will not affect other systems from 
Polling me and receiving the Echo. 

TTYL - Bob 

•-- QuickView [2.00] 

* Origin: <=-Sinclair Users Unite!-=> [ Milwaukie, Oregon ] (1:105/204) 


Message #19874 "Sinclair" 

Date: 18-Feb-90 12:21 
From: Ed Grey 
To: Bob Currie 

Subj: Re: New method of distribution 

Previous Reply is Message #19782. Next Reply is Message #19875 



SinCLRIR BB5 
riEIHSLETTER #5 
RUEU5T 1RR0 

laHt,) 

PhoTQSynThesis 1BB-1MR3 

Date: 02 Mar 90 
Time: 00:01:51 


To: Pete Fischer 






Bob, thanks for the quick response. Now that we've finally been able to 
get the echo in L.A. (although, not through the backbone), I wasn't real 
happy to see you announce a change. I'm glad that our arrangement will 
not be affected. Now if we could just do something about all the dupli¬ 
cate messages. Thanks for all you've done and thanks to all the Sysops 
around the country who have decided to pick up the SINCLAIR USERS UNITE 
echo. Take care. 

Ed Grey, Sysop of Grey Matter BBS (213-971-6260) 

- QuickBBS v2.61 [EVALUATION] 

* Origin: Hatzlacha (Los Angeles, CA) KESHERnet West (213)933-0942 
(1:102/743.0 


Mesg: 108 ( ) Date: 31 Mar 90 

Fldr: General Time: 00:14:29 

Subj: Sorry to say 

From: Pete Fischer To: All 

Friends, I'm afraid the time has come for me to leave the great Sinclair Community 
that has taught me so much over the last 5 years or so. Several major financial and 
family-related setbacks have rather forced this decision. I wish all of you well, 
and thanks very much for all your help. Adios, Phoenix Pete 


Mesg: 111 ( ) Date: 02 Apr 90 

Fldr: General Time: 00:02:40 

Subj: SNUG BBS 

From: Bob Swoger To: All 

R)ead, N)ext, P)revious, S)can, E)xit? Read 

THE SNUG BBS IS AT 708-576-7072. LOGIN IS >LOG SNUG/GUEST 

2—88 BBS (Gerald Lindsay):(DC metro)24hrs (703)968-9438 

The Sinclair Echo. It now 1 has 5 nodes. 

1) Portand's Bull Pen 

2) Denver's KING'S MARKET BBS 

3j Greg Popovich's BBS in New Jersey 

4) Locally, it is carried on the CAPDUG board (301) 

5) The Grey Matter BBS (213) (CALAN on PC Persuit) 

300-1200-2400 BAUD, 24 Hr. 

Time-<X>-Change BBS (213) (CALAN) 329-3922 300-1200 BAUD,24 hr. 

HI THERE FROM S.A.T.S. IN TEXAS! WE DO HAVE A PD BBS ON RETRIEVERS RETREAT BBS 
8N1 AT 300,1200,2400 BAUD, 915-655-6213. RIGHT NOW THERE IS T/S 2068 PD GAMES 
ABOUT 200K SO FAR BUT WHO KNOWS WITH YOUR HELP? TRY US OUT IN THE ORPHAN 
SECTION. 

TIME DESIGNS BBS Tim Woods 300 baud 8/1/N (503)824-2658 

Chicago Area TSUG (Bob Swoger) (708) 576-7072 

Logon with: LOG SNUG/GUEST 


(503)652-5803 

(303)665-6091 

(201)956-7703 

(310)292-7955 

(213)971-6260 






BBS SOFTWARE BY LARKEN ELECTRONICS 


SIR CLIVE'S CASTLE BBS 


TIMEX/SINCLAIR 

Q W E R T YU I 0 P 
ASDFGHJKL RET 
ZXCVBNMS SP 


LKDOS 


******************************************************** 
* * 


NOW RUNNING AT 



1200 AND 300 BAUD 


* * 
******************************************************** 

W E L C O ME ! 

Special Welcome New Members: John Sampson, Greg Popovich and Charlie Day! 

Sir Clive's Castle BBS is dedicated to all serious users of Sinclair computers and 
provides upload and download facilities for the Timex/Sinclair 2068, ZX Spectrum 
emulating Timex/Sinclair 2068 and the Timex/Sinclair 2068 running the Zebra OS-64 
Column Board. 

Your sysops are: Michael Dove — BBS Hardware And David Solly — SIG's & Library 

This BBS operates free of charge, however; complete access is restricted to 
registered and verified members only. 

Membership applications and enquiries should be made at the Sysop's Message Base 
or in writing to: Sysop, 

Sir Clive’s Castle BBS, 

1402-1545 Alta Vista Drive, 

Ottawa, Ontario, 

Canada. 

K1G 3P4 

Hours of Operation 


Sir Clive's Castle BBS is in operation 24 Hours A Day 

BBS Software: LARKEN MaxCom. Supplied by Larry Kenny of 

LARKEN Electronics 

RR #2, Navan, Ontario 

Canada K1B 1H9 

Tel: (613)835-2680 

January 14, 1990. 

New Message Base 

A new LARKEN SIG message base has been added to the message 
bases. This message base is for discussing any problems or 
applications of LKDOS and for -leaving messages to Larry 

Tf ermv of T ,;arlron t?] or"l-rnni nc 






File Library Help 


A new option called "File (L)ibrary" has been added to the 
help files which may be reached by typing "H" at the Main 
Menu. This option prints a detailed listing of all the 
files available for downloading at the time of posting. 

The file itself may also be dowloaded by requesting file: 
UD.CT and then printed using a word processor such as 
M-Script. The Files message base should still be consulted 
for the most recent uploads. 

An additional file, (Libr.Cv), is a Vu-File data file of 
all the public domain software available from Sir Clive's 
Castle BBS but may not be on the Upload/Download disc. 

May 21, 1990 

An updated version of the Vu-File data file (Libr.Cv) is now 
available on the file transfer disc. 


From: Greg Popovich 

To: Paul Holmgren Msg #6, Jun 21, '90 00:54:00 PST 

Subject: MAIL 

> Greg, since I need to EXPERIMENT with LKDOS, if you prepare a 

> disk with that as the only file I can see about pulling it 

> off with the QL. 

> If I can do that then I can put it on the 2068 here. 

> This would kill several birds with one (stone) disk. 

> I can READ JLO into the QL nicely, since I don't have access 

> to AERCO & LKDOS disks yet, that is still to come. 

> Many thanks for the offer. 

If you want I can put it to tape, and type you a set of doc's.. Larry Kenny does 
have a conversion cartridge that you can use LKDOS on a JLO setup. 

Greg 

—- RemoteAccess 0.03 * Origin: Greg's Psychedelic Breakfast (1:269/114) 


From: Greg Popovich 

To: Rod Gowen Msg #7, Jun 21, '90 14:03:00 PST 

Subject: Z-SI/O cards 

* Replying to a message originally to Ed Grey 

> Hope all see the note from our Susop re: the dropping of the 

> Sinclair Echo for non-use in about 30-60 days. We have that 

> long to get traffic UP! I have done about all I can from this 

> end. If they fail to use it then they will just have to pay 

> long distance or forget it altogether. I am sending one last 

> appeal out in the newsletter this month and another in my 

> monthly updates. After that it is up to the users. 

Well we have to get those people who do have modems but choose not to use them 
to start calling and using the echo! Case in point is the L.I.S.T. group in 
the NYMetro area. Thev are so huncr uo on there 01,'s end non-n^o of -troho -n.e- 






BBS's to call. I had in the whole time I've been running a BBS (5 years now) I've 
only seen one LIST user call my system (excluding Joe Newman) and that was close 
to a year ago! Granted I don't use my TS as much as I used to since I am working 
2 jobs (one to support my habit of computing!). Case in point I have setup 
here a program that will make a electronic Newsletter. I put out 2 issues and 
sent them out to the (at the time) nodes in FidoNet/SigNet that carry the 
Sinclair echo. I have been asking for articles to put in the newsletter (you 
just have to put the article in a ASCII text file or even a Mscript/or Tasword 
file I don't care!). I don't have the time to research or write articles 
myself (it would take 5 minutes for me to put the newsletter together though), 
and keep it under 25K for those with Mterm. I have 400K of files on my BBS 
just for TS/QL computers and this message area. I maybe get one or two users a 
month who actually use the area. I personally think it is a poor excuse for 
someone who can go a purchase a modem at a show just for the sake of having a 
modem and never even bothering to use it! They say that they are afraid of 
running up a phone bill. You can afford $50 to buy the thing but can't afford 
to put out $10 a month to call your closest BBS that supports your computer! 

Respectfully, Greg Popovich 

- RemoteAccess 0.03 * Origin: Greg's Psychedelic Breakfast (1:269/114) 


*** Part of a conversation. 

From: Bob Currie 

To: A1 Martin Msg #8, Jun 23, '90 10:08:00 PST 

Subject: Changes 

Al, will give you advanced warning. I have deleted several Echo,s that were 
not being used leaving large gaps in the numbering system, therefore I will be 
renumbering the message base areas within the next few days. 

I will try to leave Apple area as is. I know how these things shock your 
system, therefore I will for warn you ... grin 

So one has to keep you on your toes now that you are going into retirement. We 
don't want the thinker to go yet [hehehehe]. 1 

— "HAPPINESS", is seeing your Mother-in-Laws Picture on a Milk carton! 

- Msged/Q 1.50L TC-pjm 

* Origin: -=[*] The Working Man's Blues §*]-- (1:105/204) 

From: Ed Grey 

To: Greg Popovich Msg #9, Jun 22, '90 15:38:00 PST 

Subject: Re: Z-SI/O cards 

Greg, actually the message 'subject' was in error, what I found were some 
additional Z-SI/O bare board like I have been selling for a while. If that is 
what you are interested in purchasing, I have 1 complete Z-SI/O bare board 
package (with both the main Z-SI/O boartd and the extension paddle). The 
price on that one is the regular $24.40 plus $3.00 S&H. I also located 4 
additional 'main' Z-SI/O boards (no ext. paddies to go with them), I'll sell 
these for $20.00 each. The 2050 modem cards (for parts) and the assembly 
documentation is included either way. These will be sold on a first come - 
first served basis, so if you're interest let me know. Thanks for your 
interest. Take care. 

Ed Grey, Sysop of Grey Matter BBS (213-971-6260) 

* Origin: On The Waterfront (Opus 1:102/521) 
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This is a reply to #7. 

From: Ed Grey 

To: Dick Sieg Msg #10, Jun 22, ’90 15:46:40 PST 

Subject: Tasword to ASCII 

There are several files floating around that explain how to convert a Tasword 
file to an ASCII file. I know because I wrote one of them. Once the file is 
ASCII, it shouldn't be any problem to transfer it to the PC through the serial 
port, which is in essence what you do when you use a modem. If you have 
trouble locating one of the files, let me know and I'll send it to you either 
through the echo or directly to your FREENET mailbox (if you give me your 
number. Take care. 

Ed Grey, Sysop of Grey Matter BBS (213-971-6260) 

* Origin: On The Waterfront (Opus 1:102/521) 


From: Bob Currie 

To: All Msg #3, Jun 16, '90 14:33:00 PST 

Subject: Sinclair Echo 

Well, it's that time of year when ALL dead Echos are considered for deletion 
due to lack of use. The Sinclair Echo is being considered for deletion for 
lack of use. If within the next 30 - 60 days things don't pick up Sinclair 
will be a thing of the past (ALT DEL) and chances of getting back on the 
backbone will be slim to none. 

It's up to YOU (Sinclair Users Unite!) to keep this Echo alive. 

Bob Currie, [Moderator] Sinclair Users Unite! 

- Msged/Q 1.50L TC-pjm 


From: Carl Forst 

To: All Msg #7, Jun 16, '90 17:37:04 PST 

Subject: "Time-=<X>=-Change" BBS 

Delighted to be able to advise the T/S fraternity that as of 
today, 6-16-90, Dave Clifford seems to have solved his hard¬ 
ware problems and that, after three months, the "Time-=<X>= 

-Change" BBS in Los Angeles is back in operation supporting 
all Timex/Sinclair computers at 300 and 1200 bps on the 
same old number: 213) 329-3922. 

(PC-Pursuable via CALAN) Carl Forst 


From: Paul Holmgren 

To: Joe Newman Msg #6, Jun 18, '90 12:46:28 PST 

Subject: QL STUFF 

What can Frank Davis and I offer you in the way of QL service? 

We are opening up a side business for QL's. Have MANY spare parts, and lots 
of original programs for the QL on hand. 

- TBBS V2.1/NM 

* Origin: SFB HeadQuarters TBBS/DDOS/Bink Indy IN (317-636-5036) (1:231/190) 
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Date: Tue Jun 19 23:42:22 1990 

To: Ed Grey 

From: James G. DuPuy 

Subject: PCs and telecomunications 

Hi Ed! I dug out the old 2068 today and I found I miss it. A 
friend was over and we tested out a video digitizer pcb from 
SMUG. It works GREAT but I wish they had put a pot that could 
have a knob on it for the BRIGHT adj. You have to adjust this 
almost every scan. Other than that, the board looks well made and 
well thought out. It worked fine with my B&W camera. 

On to the Tele, and PCs. I was wondering if you knew of anyone 
or an easy way to get my Tasword files to my PC? I have a bunch 
of instruction files for programs I wrote for work and don't want 
to retype them. Is there a program that I could use with the Z 
SIO board that could allow me to send a file to the PC's serial 
port? If so, let me know. I have found out that I like the PC a 
lot better for telecomunications! It sure fails big time when it 
comes to building stuff for it or ease of use though! Take care! 
Origin: Cleveland Free Net 


- msged 1.952S ZTC 

* Origin: NEOPC CLUB, Rocky River, Ohio, a Point of PC OHIO II (1:157/200. 


So, there you have it folks. A few slices of the Sinclair Echo and other Sinclair 
related BBS's from across the country and the world. We need to link up with Europe 
somehow. Any ideas? Packet radio maybe? They have computers and modems too. What 
do you think? Is data communication helpful? Can it expand your horizions in 
computing in general? You have to ask yourself if the time spent learning the 
information needed to use a computer, modem, and related software is worth your 
time. It's my opinion that communication of any kind is worth my time, whether it 
be data over a phone line, social interaction, or sending radio waves into the 
cosmos to bring in the "Mother Ship"! 

And don't forget to call my BBS. Photosynthesis -(206)782-7493 24 Hours 
Keep the Sinclair community alive. Call a BBS today. 

"Bones...?" 

"It's dead Jim" 




MIKE'S NOTEBOOK 

Bys Michael J. Di Rienzo 


I recently purchased a Larken Disk System for my TS2068 and 
found myself frustrated by the lack of a simple and short disk 
file LOAD program where I didn't have to type each file name 
into a LOAD menu program. I decided to use the SCREEN* token to 
read file names from the screen following a disk CAT. The 
following brief program will do just that, and can be modified 
to CAT and LOAD from any disk system by changing the Iines 
annotated below. Carefully type in the following program and 
change the CAT and LOAD commands in lines 30 and 150 to suit 
your disk system. I saved the program as an AUTOSTART file. The 
program wiI I CAT the current drive and display the contents in 
the normal way. If the screen is ful l and you get the SCROLL" 7 
prompt, you may either press ENTER to continue the CAT or press 
the BREAK key to select and LOAD the highlighted file on the 

irrttn’ i VI qrlni f 9 al L OW 4.£ OU to V- 0AD a file found on the 

screen instead of SCROLLing to the next page. This program is 

user configurable by allowing you to change screen colors and 

selection keys. Feel free to add your own enhancements/options. 

Happy TIMEXing... 


'•LOADER" By Michael J. Di Rienzo 


10 POKE 23658,8s PAPER Is BORD 
ER Os INK 9s CLS s DIM C*<10> 

20 ON ERR GO TO 50 
30 RANDOMIZE USR 100s CAT 
40 PRINT #1;AT 0,0;"'ENTER' ad 
vances Cursor, Space Bar select 
s file, 'X' CATs Disk. " 

50 FOR L=0 TO 21 
60 LET P=0s LET Q=9s GO SUB 16 
0s LET P=16s LET <3=25s GO SUB 16 
0 

70 NEXT Ls GO TO 50 
80 LET B*=""s LET E=10: ON ERR 
RESET 

90 FOR C=P TO Q 

100 LET A*=SCREEN* CL,C)s LET B 
*=B*+A* 

110 NEXT C 

120 FOR F=LEN B* TO 1 STEP -Is 
IF CODE B*CF)=32 THEN LET E=E-ls 
NEXT F 

130 LET B$=B$( TO E) 

140 PAPER 7s INK Os BORDER 7: C 
LS s PRINT # 1;AT 0,0; FLASH 1;"L 
OADing..."; FLASH 0; PAPER 2; IN 
K 9; B* 

150 RANDOMIZE USR 100s LOAD B*s 
STOP 

160 PAUSE 10s PRINT OVER 1; PAP 
ER 2; INK 6;AT L,P;C* 

170 IF INKEY*="" THEN GO TO 170 
180 PRINT OVER 1; PAPER 1; INK 
9;AT L,P;C* 

190 IF INKEY*="X" THEN RUN 
200 IF INKEY*=" " THEN 60 TO 80 
210 RETURN 


- Sets caps, screen colors 
and select bar width. 

- BREAK brings select bar. 

- Larken CATalogue line. 

- User instructions at 
input Iine. 

- 10 character wide select 
bar moves in two columns 
of Larken CAT screen. 

Bar a 11- er n a * es c o I umns. 
Bar wraps back to line 1. 

- ON ERR GOTO 50 cancelled. 

- Reads hi Iighted file 
name from screen. 


- Removes any spaces to the 
right of the file name. 


- Prints LOADing file 
message, resets ON ERR, 
allows error messages. 

- Larken LOAD Iine. 

- Prints select bar over 
file name.Sets bar speed. 

- Removes select bar. 

- Detects key to re-CAT. 

- Detects key to select 
and LOAD file. 




ZEBU 


Zunks Exma Basic Ur i I i t i as 
Runs on any 30 bB sysTam . 

Residas in any bank. 

53 b 0 BYTES * 30.00 


S068 CflDZ u a.a 

DESIGN F>R INTED 
CIRCUIT E3Cl=» 

5CHBHRTIC5 : DRRFTIWG 

HDOEHT t SEBlEaiTS 

BERCO O^LARKEN DI5K0R TAPE 
OLIVETTI INKJET RND HOST DOT 
MATRIX PRINTERS, RNY INTERFRCE 
LRRKEN RRHDISK, RERCO DOCK RAH 
OR ANT DOCK RAH EXPANSION 

R E © U IRES 

32K TO 256K OF DOCK RAH AND 
RRTU0RK5 VI.1 BY NOVELSQFT 

* RRN * HOVE * COPY * INVERT 

* 5URP * MIRROR H/U * OVERLAY 

* CUT «c PASTE * POP DOUN MENUS 

* SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR 

* dip/sip/finger/hole ruto draw 

* TRACE ROUTING * CREATE LAYERS 

* 64- COLUMN PRINTING 

* ANTIMRTION * MUCH MORE 

crdz $se.ee (send system specs) 

OR 

FOR CATALOG PACK & INFO 

ZUNK CUSTOM ELECTRONICS 
14-19 FERRIS 

URXRHRCHIE, TEXAS 75165 



SUlYm is The official 
nemsIBTTer of The 5 e3ttI a 
Hr-ea T i max Users Group . 

It is pub I ished monthly, 
u) i Th ma i I ings due before 
The 1 st Thursday of The 
momh . 

SUBSCRIPTions far nan- 
SbsttI a area users are 
only $10/yr, to SHJYfll, 
c/o Dave BaTTershill. 
Treasurer, P.□. Bax bMMbB 
Tacoma, UJR ABMbM . 

Free exchanges are made 
beTiueen OTher re I aTed 
c I ubs v i a The news I eTTer 
exchange program. 

RDVERTI5InG is accepTed 
and encouraged! FuI I-page, 
ha I f and quai—rei—page ad 
space is avaiIabIe. 

CanTacT Robei—r Cazares or 
Chuck Karaluck f or raiea. 

RRTICLE COriTR I BUT I OHS are 
uia I comad and encouraged . 
Use a variety of formaTS. 
□f course. The Pixel PrinT 
formaT is preferable. If 
used, make a Tape copy and 
maiI to Chuck KereIuck. 

P’ur - rapaaT comr i huiers, 
ma i I ed Tapes mill be 
rETurned. For modem users, 
arTicI as (in eiTher 30bB 
or IBm f ormaT) may be 
up Ioaded to PhPToSynThesis 
runinng fllavanC i t v . 3.1 1 . 03 
Look for The SinCLRIR 
nETUJDRK ha I I may. 

Call (30b)1B5-1MR3. 

Typed, B-1/B" XII” text 
is accepTab Ie.I f d iagrams 
are • i nc I uded, uee a I arge 
maiI er to accommodaTB The 
unfolded size. 

RrTicIes supplied an ZEBRR 
FDD or I Bill PC 5-1/M” or 
3“1/3" disks are a 1 so 
accepT i b I e . These mill be 
reTurned to The auThor. 

REPRinTS. Ri—riel es in 
SUJYm may be repr i nTed for 
use in PTher neujs I ETTErs, 
providing proper credi t 
is given to The auThor 
and pub I icaTion. 









